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ROBIN WOOD
German NGO, founded 1982; 

direct actions ...
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... and public informations

The starting focus of Robin Wood:
acid rain, forest die back, emissions out of the 
energy and traffic sector 

Later: tropical (1987) and boreal (1990) forests 
FSC-certification (1996)

non-forest-focuses:
Anti-nuclear-power, decarbonisation
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16. Juli 2011 Nationalpark Bayerischer Wald

Why we have a focus on Swedish forestry
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Value of Swedish exports of
forest and forest industry 
products by importing  
countries, year 2012
(Skogsstyrelsen)

SEK millions

1 Germany 21265
2 United Kingdom 14017
3 Norway 10682
4 Netherlands 10381
5 Denmark 6287
6 Italy 5928
7 France 4928
8 China 3806
9 Poland 3409
10 Spain 3249
Others 38088

Export of Swedish pulp 
and paper by importing 
countries, year 2011
(Skogsindustrierna)

1   Germany
2   United Kingdom
3  Italy
4   France
5   China
6  The Netherlands
7   Spain
8 Denmark
9   Poland
10 Norway
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• world market prizes for pulp went up

• Scandinavian forest industry started to open up mountain 
forests, tundra transition forests and other remnants of Old 
Growth Forests in Scandinavia for exploitation 

• Scandinavian Forest-NGOs became alarmed and began to 
ask for international support

• 1992 Taiga Rescue Network was founded in Jokkmokk
(Karin Lindahl, Roger Olsson, ...)

In the late eighties, early nineties ...
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Taiga Termintator Campaign
(international coordinated by TRN)

Main goal: Stop the destruction of Old Growth Forests

Sweden:
the forest industry came under pressure
by NGOs and publishing/printing houses by the demand to 
deliver old-growth-free paper.

1996 the FSC-negotiations started (eNGOs, forest 
industry, Sami, unions)
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1998
Happiness ... 

worldwide first national FSC-standard / 40 % of forests certified

The main NGO goals, the preservation of the last remnants of forests stands and 
trees with high biodiversity values, were included in that standard

Almost all Swedish NGOs with an forest focus were pleased. 
(Greenpeace  rejected the agreement because chemical use in tree nurseries was not banned)

FSC seemed to be something that
• could solve conflicts and
• helps to achieve ecological goals

End of NGO Taiga Terminator Campaign in Sweden

...but Robin Wood remained skeptical
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2000-2002:
Robin Wood supported the Sami in their struggels with 
private forest owners, who wanted to ban the winter grazing 
of reindeers in their forests.

2000-2002:

Robin Wood supported the 
Sami in their struggels with 
private forest owners, who 
wanted to ban the winter 
grazing of reindeers in their 
forests.
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But
since many years we see a growing frustration among

the Swedish eNGOs with the FSC-performance
Obviously the preservation of the last remnants of forests stands with
high nature values is not secured by FSC:

• Lists of documented violations getting longer and longer since years ...
... but (almost)no forest owner has lost its certificate yet 

• FSC-Forest owners are selling forests, that should be set aside by biodiversity
reasons, to non-FSC-certified owners ... ... and FSC could not stop it

• Informal imbalance in the officially balanced FSC system caused by the fact, that 
the greatest part of certified forest are in the hand of 6 owners (> 1 million ha) ...

... and it seems that FSC-Sweden does not see its role in counter balancing
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Swedish FSC-Forests > 1.000.000 ha

Sveaskog 3.300.000 ha State corporation
SCA Skog AB 2.600.000 ha
Bergvik Skog 2.300.000 ha StoraEnso and Korsnäs
Södra 1.200.000 ha 17.000 certified forest owners
Holmen Skog AB 1.000.000 ha
Statens Fastighetsv.  <1.000.000 ha State forest

Sum 11.400.000 ha
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Loss of confidence
in FSC

NGOs inside FSC-Sweden:

• Entomologists
• Birdlife-Sweden
• WWF-Sweden

NGOs outside FSC-Sweden:
• Naturskyddsföreningen (SSNC)
• Fältbiologerna
• Friends of the Earth-Sweden
• Greenpeace Nordic 
(but all are still members of FSC International)
• Skydda Skogen (founded as reaction to 
the loss of confidence in FSC)

Today: FSC in Sweden seems to be something that
• can not solve conflicts and
• does not help much to achieve ecological goals
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September 2010:  a German-Swedisch excursion through northern Swedish forests
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Concerns about the ongoing loss of pristine and near natural forest areas
(also under FSC-certification); need of more effective regulations
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45 international NGOs out of different environmental paper networks:
Immediately protection of all WKH and OGF; strengthening of forest legislation
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Different views how to protect forest nature

Some (near) natural forests still exist

Main focus:
Integration of nature conservation 
objectives into overall forestry practices 
for approaching towards site specific and 
original forest structures

Clear cut size today:
FSC: max 0,3 ha 
Non FSC: max 1 or 2 ha

Nordic countries Germany

main german criticism on the Swedish forestry practice :
The clear-cutting

No natural forests exist anymore

Main focus:
Protection of the last remnants of
natural forests and forests with 
conservation values
(The questioning of clear-cutting as a 
default forestry method has just 
started)

Clear Cut size today (Sweden):
No restriction below the mountain 
forest (incl. FSC)
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After 6 decades of clear cutting resulting in too little spaces 
left for protecting forest biodiversity ...
...it‘s high time:

• to stop clear cutting as the default method of harvesting
and change to a variety of forestry methods that are adapted
to the structures and successions of all different natural forest 
ecosystems.
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After 25 years of national and international NGO-struggling for 
the protection of all forest stands with high nature values, but
still logging them...
...it‘s high time:

• for animmediate protection or at least a cutting moratorium 
for all these valuable forest stands. 

• to complete theidentification of woodland key habitatsand  
other forest areas with high biodiversity values
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...and after 23 years it's time ...

for a new forestry law, that - with clearer and stricter rules - really
will give equal weight  to the environmental, social and economic 
dimensions of a sustainable forestry.
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Danke !


